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I did another ‘stretch’ thing this month. I went to QuiltCon in Austin. I’ve wanted to
go since the first show, knowing it would be interesting and grow my understanding
of the current world of quilting. And at the bequest of a friend, I made it.
 
It was very busy for a Thursday. I’m not generally a fan of crowds, so I tend to
attend shows during the week, when possible. When I do go, I look at the venue,
pick a starting side, and head up and down each aisle, walking pretty consistently,
looking back and forth. I want to see the quilting, the quilt patterns, and anything I
recognize (that I or friends of mine have made or quilted). Occasionally I stop to
look at the details of a quilt, but generally I can tell quickly if it’s longarm,
computerized quilting, domestic quilted, well or poorly pieced or appliquéd, etc.
Having judged a few shows, I sometimes look at shows through those glasses. I like
to see good workmanship, and high artistic value, which of course, is subjective.
 
That’s the part that really threw me at this show. There were some categories, like
minimalism, best use of blank space (I don’t remember the exact term), but those
made sense to me. I also understand the use of fabrics that the pattern on the
fabric isn’t immediately recognizable, i.e. the use of mostly solids. Odd color
schemes were also present in many quilts. But… what about the quilts that had
loud prints in spaces where I would traditionally rest my eyes from the primary
blocks in the pattern? What about the overwhelming color within a quilt without
seeming rhyme or reason? This is where “modern” throws me off.
 
In light of this, I need to do more research and learning on what modern quilters
consider modern.
 
I found the number of quilts in black and white expected, but with verbiage alone,
unexpected. I know that historically women have used quilts to voice their political
opinion (esp. when they didn’t have alternate means to speak out), but is that now
considered modern? 
 
I’m happy we have a speaker coming later this year to enlighten us. Also, I did issue
a challenge to make a modern version of a common block. So, maybe that means
we all need to get online and learn more? I’m eager to see how the challenge turns
out, in light of my new perspective.
 

LAND O'LAKES QUILT GUILD
Established 1985

President's Message
BY MARIA HALL

This Month's Issue:

Going to Pieces

I



Challenge 35
Challenge 35 is Upon Us - Please bring your
ideas and/or started projects to March's
meeting!
Since 2020 marks the 35th anniversary of the
Land o’ Lakes Quilt Guild, we have announced
a “35” challenge: create a quilted item of any
size and any use that embodies a “35” theme.
The end product might turn out to be a table
runner containing 35 flying geese motifs, or a
baby quilt with 35 churn dash blocks, or a wall
hanging with 35 stars. Or any other creation
that you think up. Our goal is to show these
off at our July meeting, and then you may
choose to make use of them as you please,
whether that be giving as a gift to a friend,
donating for our Quilts Galore sale, adding
them to our community service program, or
using in your own home. So put your
imagination to work, and if you have any
questions, please see Diane Callen at the
meeting, or call/email her, 214-222-3452 or
dianecarolcallen@gmail.com.

President's Challenge
Fat quarters were distributed during
February's meeting. Participants are
challenged with using the fq they were given
to create a wall hanging between 12 to 30"
per side using a modern take on a log cabin
block.  Try to use most of the fq you were
given.  We’ll have the finale in June of
completed projects (quilted and
bound). Remember, it’s for a wall hanging. So
finished size will be between 12-30” per side.
Quilts will need to be completely finished by
June’s meeting. Join in - it’ll be fun!!

Survey Says.....

Majority of the members classify their quilt top construction style preference as
Traditional Block, followed by "Always open for new techniques", and Machine Applique.
For starting a new project it was a close tie for Design You Own and Use a Purchased
Pattern.
Another close tie for quilting style was between Quilting by Machine-Domestic and
Someone Else Quilts For Me.
Our Local Quilt Shop was for the first choice in resources followed by Pinterest and
Quilt Retreats.

In January you may have completed an informal survey to gather some data on our
memberships' quilt styles and practices. Here's what the survey showed:
 

Dallas Quilt Show
Don't forget that the 2020 Dallas Quilt
Show will be held March 13 thru 16 at
Dallas Market Hall.  Advanced tickets
can be purchased at our local Quilts
Shops.

Guild Buddy
If you're a new member and would like to be paired with a Guild Buddy, please see or
contact Diane Callen at the meeting, or call/email her, 214-222-3452 or
dianecarolcallen@gmail.com.



Monica Hendwerk- A Little of This,  A Little of That Trunk Show  
Monica is an avid quilter who enjoys learning new techniques and expanding her horizons.
As a result she has many quilts to share, many of them incorporating a variety of styles and
techniques. Her quilts include applique, embroidery, whole cloth on long arm, collage,
applique in hoop, and more! Striving to have as many fat quarters and gadgets as possible
Monica will be sharing some of her more unique tools and gadgets to help you explore a
variety of techniques.

Future Programs:
April 13, 2020 - Maria Shell: Patchwork to Art Work - Journey of an Alaskan Quilter
May 11, 2020 - Denise Bartosh: Why Have Your Quilts Appraised - or - Tell Me About My
Vintage Quilt
June 8, 2020 - Ronnie Stone: Stack & Whack Diva/ Trunk Show & Quilting Journey
July 13, 2020 - 35th Anniversary Celebration!
August 10, 2020 - Robin Williamson: Modern Quilts

This Month's Speaker

Welcome New and Returning Members!

Melanie DeRenzo                               Colleen Jacobs                         Denise Upchurch 
 

 Elizabeth Cherup             Patty Bauch



Photos From Last Month's Meeting





Show and Tell

Liz Moyer

Pam Dietz

Janet Dibble



Melissa Clark 

Dawn O'Banion - No Photos, Please 
Boy you missed a great quilt, but we
all were asked to not take any
photos....
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Treasurer's Report
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Membership Renewal Form
If you've not handed in your renewal form and dues to Marie Parker, please do so as
soon as possible! 








